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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This is in response to amendment filed on January 29, 04 in which claims 1-20 are 
pending. The applicant's amendment has been fully considered but they are moot based on the 
new ground of rejection. Therefore, this case is made final. 

Response to Amendment 

The affidavit filed on January 29, 04 under 37 CFR 1 . 13 1 is sufficient to overcome the 
Sun Microsystem Inc., Java Management Extension Instrumentation and Agent Specification 
reference. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-2,10, 16-17, 24-25, 33 and 39-40 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,363, 421 to Barker et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,675,375 to Czajkowski. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



a. As per claim 1 , Barker et al teaches a system for remote management of 
manageable resources distributed across multiple application hosts comprising: an 
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application manager in a first application host; a master agent in a second application 
host; and, a plurality of mini-agents in remote application hosts separate from said first 
and second application hosts (See col. 1, lines 24-35 and figure 3); said master agent 
receiving from said application manager a management a command to perform at least 
one management operation directed to at least one manageable resource; said master 
agent communicating said management command to a mini-agent in a remote 
application host containing said at least one manageable resource (See col. 2, lines 25- 
33); said mini-agent commanding said at least one manageable resource to perform, a 
said at least one management operation responsive to receiving said management 
command from said master agent (See col. 4, lines 56-59). However, Barker et al fails to 
teach wherein each of said first application host, said second application host, and said 
remote application hosts are software machines configured to interpret compiled machine 
independent code. 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 
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b. 



As per claim 10, Barker et al teaches a method of remotely managing 



manageable resources distributed across multiple application hosts comprising: in a 
master agent in a first application host, receiving from an application manager in a 
second application host a management command for performing a management operation 
directed to a manageable resource in a remote application host having a mini- agent, 
communicating said management command to said mini-agent in said remote application 
host agent (See col. 1, lines 24-35 and figure 3); and, in said mini-agent, performing said 
management operation on said manageable resource by accessing an exposed member of 
said manageable resource according to said management operation (See col. 4, lines 56- 
59). However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein each of said first application host, said 
second application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines 
configured to interpret compiled machine independent code. 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 
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c. As per claim 16, Barker et al teaches a method for configuring a system for 
remote management of manageable resources distributed across multiple remote 
application hosts comprising: starting a master agent in a first application host; starting a 
plurality of mini-agents in a plurality of corresponding remote application hosts separate 
from said first application host, each corresponding remote application host containing 
one of said plurality of mini-agents (See col 1, lines 24-36); communicatively linking 
each mini-agent to said master agent; and, registering manageable resources in each 
remote application host with a corresponding mini-agent, whereby the distributed 
manageable resources can be remotely managed by an application manager in an 
application host remote from said remote application host containing the manageable 
resources (See col 1, lines 55-65). However, Baker et al fails to teach wherein each of 
said first application host, said second application host, and said remote application hosts 
are software machines configured to interpret compiled machine independent code. 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 
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d. As per claim 24, Barker et al teaches a system for remote management of 
manageable resources distributed across remote application hosts comprising: a master 
agent in a first application host for receiving from an application manager in a second 
application host management commands to perform management operations directed to 
selected manageable resources; and, a plurality of mini-agents in the remote application 
hosts, each remote application host containing only one mini-agent; said master agent 
communicating said received management commands to said mini-agents in the remote 
application hosts; said mini-agents communicating said received management commands 
to said selected manageable resources (See col. 4, lines 56-59 and See col. 4, lines 56- 
59). However, Baker et al fails to teach wherein each of said first application host, said 
second application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines 
configured to interpret compiled machine independent code. 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 
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e. As per claim 33, Barker et al teaches a machine readable storage, having stored 
thereon a computer program for remotely managing manageable resources distributed 
across multiple application hosts, said computer program having a plurality of code 
sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: in a 
master agent in a first application host, receiving from an application manager in a 
second application host a management command for performing a management operation 
directed to a manageable resource in a remote application host a having a mini-agent (See 
col. 1, lines 24-35); communicating said management command to said mini-agent in 
said remote application host; and, in said mini-agent, performing said management 
operation on said manageable resource by accessing an exposed member of said 
manageable resource according to said management operation (See col. 1, lines 55-65). 
However, Baker et al fails to teach wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code. 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 



Application/Control Number: 09/649,121 
Art Unit: 2141 



Page 8 



f. As per claim 39, Barker et al teaches a machine readable storage, having stored 
hereon a computer program for configuring a system for remote management of 
manageable resources distributed across multiple remote application hosts, said computer 
program having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for causing the 
machine to perform the steps of: starting a master agent in a first application host; starting 
a plurality of mini-agent: in a plurality of corresponding remote a application hosts 
separate from said first application host, each corresponding remote application host 
containing one of said plurality of mini-agents; communicatively linking each mini-agent 
to said master agent; and, registering manageable resources in each remote application 
host with a corresponding mini-agent, whereby the distributed manageable resources can 
be remotely managed by an application manager in an application host remote from said 
remote application hosts containing the manageable resources (See col. 1, lines 24-35 and 
lines 55-65). However, Baker et al fails to teach wherein each of said first application 
host, said second application host, and said remote application hosts are software 
machines configured to interpret compiled machine independent code. 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
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claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 

g. As per claims 2 and 25 Barker et al fails to teach wherein aid first application, 
said second application host, and said remote application host are a Java Virtual Machine 
("JVM") . 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 

h. As per claims 17 and 40, Barker et al fails to teach wherein said first application 
and said remote host are a Java Virtual Machine ("JVM"). 

Czajkowski et al teaches wherein an application host is a software machine 
configured to interpret compiles machine independent code. ( See col. 5, lines 53-67). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each of said first application host, said second 
application host, and said remote application hosts are software machines configured to 
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interpret compiled machine independent code as taught by Czajkowski et al in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to compiled source files into class files that 
contain bytecodes executable by a virtual machine (See col. 2, lines 20-25). 

i. As per claim 47, Barker et al teaches wherein said master agent acts as a 
communication intermediary between said application manager and said mini-agents, 
wherein communication between said application manager and said master agents as well 
as communications between said master agent and said mini agents utilizes a common 
remotely accessible communication protocol (See col. 4, lines 6-17) 

4. Claims 5-9, 11, 13-15, 20-22, 28-32, 34, 36-38, 43-45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S Patent No. 6,363,421 to Barker et al in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,675,375 to Czajkowski, and further in view of Sun Microsystems: JAVA 
Management Extensions White Paper, Dynamic Management for the service age. 

a. As per claim 5,28 and 34, Barker teaches the claimed limitation as described 
above. However, Barker fails to teach wherein said master agent comprises a Java 
Management Extension ("JMX") communications connector for communicating with 
said application manager and said mini-agents. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension Instrumentation and Agent 
Specification, vl.O teaches wherein a Java Management Extension ("JMX") can be 
utilized for communicating (See page 6). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the a JAVA Management Extension ("JMX") as taught by Sun 
Microsystems in the claimed invention of Barker because the JMX architecture provides 
and interface for management applications to interact with the agent, distribute or 
consolidate management information (See page 6). 

b. As per claim 6, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as described above. 
However, Barker et al does not teach wherein said master agent comprises: a JMX 
communications protocol adaptor for providing a protocol-adapted view of said master 
agent to said application manager. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches wherein said master agent 
comprises: a JMX communications protocol adaptor for providing a protocol-adapted 
view of said master agent to said application manager (See page 6 and figure 1, Protocol 
Adaptors and Connectors). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate a JMX communications protocol adaptor for providing a 
protocol-adapted view of said master agent to said application manager in order to give a 
representation of the MBeans directly in another protocol (See page 6, Protocol adaptors 
and connectors). 
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c. As per claims 7 and 30, Barker et al teaches the claimed invention as described 
above. However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein said JMX communications connector 
comprises a Java Remote Method Invocation communications interface. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches wherein said JMX 
communications connector comprises a Java Remote Method Invocation communications 
interface (See 6, Protocols Adaptors and Connectors). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to incorporate JMX communications connector comprises a Java 
Remote Method Invocation communications interface as taught by Sun Microsystems in 
the claimed invention of Barker et al in order to provide an end-to end communications 
with the agent over a variety of protocols (See page 6, Protocols Adaptors and 
Connectors) 

d. As per claims 8 and 3 1 , Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as described 
above. However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein each manageable resource has a 
managed bean ("MBean") interface. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches wherein each manageable 
resource has a managed bean ("MBean") interface (See page 6, JMX Agent). 
It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate wherein each manageable resource has a managed bean 
("MBean") interface as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed invention of Barker et 
al in order to perform management operations (See page6, JMX Agent, MBean Server). 
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e. As per claim 9, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as described above. 
However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein each said mini-agent comprises an MBean 
server exposing said MBeans to said master agent application through a JMX 
communications connector. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches wherein each said 
mini-agent comprises an MBean server exposing said MBeans to said master agent 
application through a JMX communications connector (See page 6, JMX agent) 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each said mini-agent comprises an MBean 
server exposing said MBeans to said master agent application through a JMX 
communications connector as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed invention of 
Barker et al in order provide instrumentation of managed resources (See page 6) 

f. As per claim 1 1 , Barker et al teaches the claim limitation as described above. 
However, Barker et al fails to teach the method wherein said step of communicating said 
management command to said mini-agent comprise; accessing said mini-agent through a 
JMX communications connector. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches the method wherein 
said step of communicating said management command to said mini-agent comprise; 
accessing said mini-agent through a JMX communications connector (See page 6, 
Protocols Adaptors and Connectors). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the method wherein said step of communicating said 
management command to said mini-agent comprise; accessing said mini-agent through a 
JMX communications connector as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed invention 
of Barker et al in order to provide an end-to end communications with the agent over a 
variety of protocols (See page 6, Protocols Adaptors and Connectors). 

j. As per claims 13, 20, 36 and 43, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as 
described above. However, Barker et al fails to teach the method comprising: providing a 
managed bean ("MBean") interface to the manageable resources through which selected 
members of the manageable resources can be accessed. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches the method comprising: 
providing a managed bean ("MBean") interface to the manageable resources through 
which selected members of the manageable resources can be accessed (See page 6, 
Component of the JMX). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the method comprising: providing a managed bean 
("MBean") interface to the manageable resources through which selected members of the 
manageable resources can be accessed as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed 
invention of Barker et al in order to provide instrumentation of managed resources (See 
page 6, JMX component). 
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h. As per claims 21 and 44, Barker et al teaches the claim limitation as described 
above. However, Barker et al fails to teach the method wherein said step of starting a 
plurality of mini-agents comprises: starting a managed bean ("MBean") server in each of 
said plurality of mini agents, said MBean server exposing MBeans in said corresponding 
remote application hosts. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches method wherein said 
step of starting a plurality of mini-agents comprises: starting a managed bean ("MBean") 
server in each of said plurality of mini agents, said MBean server exposing MBeans in 
said corresponding remote application hosts (See page 6, JMX Agent) 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate method wherein said step of starting a plurality of 
mini-agents comprises: starting a managed bean ("MBean") server in each of said 
plurality of mini agents, said MBean server exposing MBeans in said corresponding 
remote application hosts as taught by Sun Microsystems in order to provide the services 
allowing manipulation of Mbeans (See page 6, Mbean Server). 

i. As per claims 14, 22 and 45, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as 
described above. However, Barker et al fails to teach the method wherein said registering 
step comprises: registering said MBeans with said MBean server. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches the method wherein 
said the Mbean server is a registry for Mbeans (See page 6, Mbean Server). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the method wherein said registering step comprises: 
registering said MBeans with said MBean server as taught by Sun Microsystems in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in order to allow the manipulation of Mbeans (See page 
6, Mbean Server). 

g. As per claim 15, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as described above. 
However, Barker et al fails to teach the method wherein said step of accessing said 
method comprises: accessing a member of the manageable resource exposed to said mini- 
agent by said MBean through said MBean server according to said management 
operation. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches method wherein said 
step of accessing said method comprises: accessing a member of the manageable resource 
exposed to said mini-agent by said MBean through said MBean server according to said 
management operation (See page 6). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the method wherein said step of accessing said 
method comprises: accessing a member of the manageable resource exposed to said mini- 
agent by said MBean through said MBean server according to said management 
operation as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed invention of Barker et al because 
any resources that you want to manage from outside the agent's Java virtual machine 
must be registered as an MBean in the MBean server (See page 6, JMX Agent) 
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k. As per claim 29, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitations as described above. 
However, Barker et al fails to teach the system wherein master agent comprises: JMX 
communications connector for providing a view of said master agent to a JMX-compliant 
application manager; and, a JMX communications protocol adaptor for providing a 
protocol-adapted view of said master agent to an application manager residing in a non- 
JVM environment. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension Instrumentation and Agent 
Specification, vl.O teaches the system wherein master agent comprises: JMX 
communications connector for providing a view of said master agent to a JMX-compliant 
application manager; and, a JMX communications protocol adaptor for providing a 
protocol-adapted view of said master agent to an application manager residing in a non- 
JVM environment (See page 6, Protocols Adaptors and Connectors). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the system wherein master agent comprises: JMX 
communications connector for providing a view of said master agent to a JMX-compliant 
application manager; and, a JMX communications protocol adaptor for providing a 
protocol-adapted view of said master agent to an application manager residing in a non- 
JVM environment as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed invention of Barker et al 
in order to let management applications access a JMX agent and manipulate the Mbeans 
it contains (See page 6, Protocol adaptors and connectors). 
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1. As per claim 32, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as described above. 
However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein each mini-agent in a corresponding remote 
application host comprises a managed bean server ("MBean Server") for exposing 
MBeans contained in said corresponding remote application host to said master agent 
through a JMX communications connector. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension teaches wherein each mini- 
agent in a corresponding remote application host comprises a managed bean server 
("MBean Server") for exposing MBeans contained in said corresponding remote 
application host to said master agent through a JMX communications connector (See 
page 6, Component of the Agent Level). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein each mini-agent in a corresponding remote 
application host comprises a managed bean server ("MBean Server") for exposing 
MBeans contained in said corresponding remote application host to said master agent 
through a JMX communications connector as taught by Sun Microsystems in the claimed 
invention of Barker et al because Mbeans provide instrumentation of managed resources 
in a standardized way (See page 6. JMX components) 

m. As per claim 37, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as described above. 

However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein said management interface 

is a managed bean ("MBean") registered in an MBean server in said mini-agent. 
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Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management teaches wherein said management 
interface is a managed bean ("MBean") registered in an MBean server in said mini-agent 
(See page 6, Mbean Server) 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include wherein said management interface is a managed bean 
("MBean") registered in an MBean server in said mini-agent as taught by Sun 
Microsystems in order to allow the manipulation of Mbeans (See page 6, Mbean Server). 

n. As per claim 38, Barker et al teaches the claimed limitation as describes above. 
However, Barker et al fails to teach wherein said step of accessing said method 
comprises: accessing a member of the manageable resource exposed to said mini-agent 
by said MBean through said MBean server according to said management operation. 

Sun Microsystems: JAVA Management Extension Instrumentation and Agent 
Specification, vl.O teaches wherein said step of accessing said method comprises: 
accessing a member of the manageable resource exposed to said mini-agent by said 
MBean through said MBean server according to said management operation (See page6, 
JMX agent). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include wherein said step of accessing said method comprises: 
accessing a member of the manageable resource exposed to said mini-agent by said 
MBean through said MBean server according to said management operation as taught by 
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Sun Microsystems in the claimed invention of Barker et al in order to allow the 
manipulation of Mbeans (See page 6, Mbean Server). 

5. Claims 12, 23,35 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,363,421 to Barker et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,675,375 
to Czajkowski, further in view of Sun Microsystems: Java management Extensions as applied to 
claim 1 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,633,923 to Kukura et al 

a. As per claims 12 and 35, Barker et al in view of Sun Microsystems teaches the 
claimed limitation as described above. However, Barker et al in view of Sun 
Microsystems fails to teach the method wherein said step of accessing said mini-agent 
comprises: accessing said mini-agent through an RMI communications interface. 
Kukura et al teaches a method and system for dynamic configuration of interceptors in a 
client-server environment. Furthermore, Kukura et al teaches the method wherein said 
step of accessing said mini-agent comprises: accessing said mini-agent through an RMI 
communications interface (See col. 2, lines 8-13). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the method wherein said step of accessing said mini-agent 
comprises: accessing said mini-agent through an RMI communications interface as taught 
by Kukura et al in the claimed invention of Barker et al in view of Sun Microsystems in 
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order to use the interfaces to access the server objects remotely from another machine's 
Java Virtual Machine ("JVM") (See col. 2, lines 8-13). 

b. As per claims 23 and 46, Barker et al in view of Sun Microsystems teaches the 
claimed limitation as described above. However, Barker et al in view of Sun 
Microsystems fails to teach the method wherein said step of communicatively linking 
each mini agent to said master agent comprises: creating RMI connector servers in said 
master agent and each said mini-agent; and, creating RMI connector clients in said master 
agent and each said mini-agent; said master agent communicating with said mini-agents 
and said mini-agents communicating with said master agent through RMI interfaces 
created by said RMI connector servers and said RMI connector clients. 
Kukura et al teaches the method and system for dynamic configuration of interceptors in 
a client-server environment. Furthermore, Kukura et al teaches the method wherein said 
step of communicatively linking each mini agent to said master agent comprises: creating 
RMI connector servers in said master agent and each said mini-agent; and, creating RMI 
connector clients in said master agent and each said mini-agent; said master agent 
communicating with said mini-agents and said mini-agents communicating with said 
master agent through RMI interfaces created by said RMI connector servers and said 
RMI connector clients (See col. 1, lines 53-67 and col. 2 , linesl-29). 
It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the method wherein said step of communicatively linking each 
mini agent to said master agent comprises: creating RMI connector servers in said master 
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agent and each said mini-agent; and, creating RMI connector clients in said master agent 
and each said mini-agent; said master agent communicating with said mini-agents and 
said mini-agents communicating with said master agent through RMI interfaces created 
by said RMI connector servers and said RMI connector clients as taught by Kukura in the 
claimed invention of Barker et al in view of Sun Microsystems because a server to be a 
RMI server comprises objects that have predefined interfaces, which can be used to 
access the server objects remotely from another's machine Java Virtual Machine( 
"JVM") (See col. 1, lines 53-67 and col. 2 , linesl-29). 



Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Djenane M Bayard whose telephone number is (703) 305-6606. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-4:30 PM 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (703) 305-4003. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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